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Guilsfield Community Council

MINUTES 
Minutes of a meeting of Guilsfield Community Council 
held on Tuesday, 20th October 2026 at 7:00 p.m. in the Old School, Guilsfield. 
 
Present:
Cllr Martin Dyer - Chairman
Cllr Christine Jones
Cllr Margaret Bardsley
Cllr Phyl Edwards

Also present: Kimberly Wright – Community Council Clerk
GCC/26/107 Welcome from the Chairman
The Chairman welcomed councillors to the meeting.

GCC/26/108 Apologies for Absence
Apologies received from Councillor Trevor Trevor
The Clerk informed the Councillors that Cllr Ian Harrison has resigned from the Council with immediate effect. 

GCC/26/109 Public Question Time and Participation.
No members of public present. 

GCC/26/110 Minutes
RESOLVED – Councillors agreed to defer the minutes until the suggested amendments have been made.

GCC/26/111 Financial report
Councillors received the Council’s financial report.

A. To note the financial statement. 
Councillors noted that the bank balance on 30th September 2026 stood at: £50,767.17
Due to two unpresented cheques 138 & 238 – Total £1,000, the actual balance stands at £49,767.17

B. RESOLVED – Councillors agreed for the Jubilee Hut cheques to be cancelled and to wait for a response from the secretary before proceeding with any further Community Grants.

C. Councillors discussed the below payments due;
· [bookmark: _Hlk216192898]Invoice 2613 – £300.76 Clerk salary for October - Not approved
· Invoice 2614 - £75.19 HMRC Tax payment for October - Not approved
· Clerks pay scale increase back pay payment (April – September) = £107.40 – Not approved

RESOLVED – Councillors approved the following payments;
· 20i website hosting fee October - £12
· Invoice 2613 – £286.39 Clerk salary for September (amended amount)
· Invoice 2614 – £71.61 HMRC tax payment for September (amended amount)

RESOLVED – Councillors agreed to defer the pay increase and back pay payment to the Clerk until they receive the Clerk’s Contract and previous payslips. 

D. NALC Annual pay settlement.
The National Joint Council for Local Government Services (NJC) has agreed the new
pay scales (3.3% rise) for 2026-27. Councillors agreed to a 5% pay increase, backdated to April 2026.
New monthly gross pay £375.95 (£75.19 HMRC Tax)
Back pay (April – September) = £107.40 
 
RESOLVED – Councillors agreed to defer the pay increase and back pay payment to the Clerk until they receive the Clerk’s Contract and previous payslips. 

GCC/26/112 Budget 2027/2028 DRAFT 1
Councillors reviewed and discussed the draft budget for 2027/2028
· Cllr Phyl Edwards queried the Clerk's payments, including the annual accommodation fee. Cllr Phyl Edwards asked the Clerk to clarify all payments due to them.
· Cllr Martin Dyer asked for the Teams basic package to be added to the budget, and he agreed to send the Clerk the costs for the package. 

GCC/26/113 Community Grants
Councillors discussed the following Community Grants, as agreed in the budget 2026/2027
· The Old School - £1200
· Jubilee Hut - £500
· PCC (Churchyard Maintenance) - £600
· Spotlight magazine - £1400
· Royal British Legion - £200
· Recreational grants - £5000

RESOLVED – Councillors agreed to the following Community Grant Payments,
· The Old School - £1200
· PCC (Churchyard Maintenance) - £600
· Spotlight magazine - £1400
· Royal British Legion - £200
· Recreational grants - £5000
RESOLVED – Councillors agreed to defer the Jubilee Hut payment until a response has been received regarding previous issues with depositing cheques, and agreed to re-look at the Spotlight contribution in next year’s budget.

GCC/26/114 Guilsfield Fun Day
Councillors discussed plans for the 2027 Father’s Day Family Fun Day. It was agreed that the event poster would be re-circulated in Spotlight to encourage volunteers to join a working group to assist with organising the event.

GCC/26/115 Playpark Phase 2
Councillors discussed Playpark Phase 2.
Councillor MartinDyer confirmed using the Adventure Playground quote for Phase One, and Phase 2 will just depend on choosing any options from their quotation for use for lottery funding; then go out to tender. 

GCC/26/116 Grant update
No update received
 
GCC/26/117 Guilsfield Place Plan update
Cllr Martin Dyer and Cllr Phyl Edwards updated Councillors. 
During the site visit, all boundaries were shown and cycling routes which need restoring. 
3 fields visited, potential for woodland, allotment and sports. Councillors were advised that funding takes time to secure. 
There were also discussions regarding potential grants to update the Old School building. including solar panels. 
Cllr Phyl Edwards suggested that more Place Plan meetings are held during different times of the day, to allow everyone a chance to attend.  
Cllr Martin Dyer informed Councillors that we are awaiting a consultant to contact us before proceeding. 

GCC/26/118 Councillor email addresses
RESOLVED – Councillors agreed to proceed with setting up individual Councillor email addresses. 

GCC/26/119 Benches update.
Cllr Martin Dyer has spoken to the contractor and informed Councillors that they are in the process of sorting repairs.

GCC/26/120 Community Centre
Councillors discussed the recent email received regarding the Community Centre 
Cllr Martin Dyer informed the Council that he had previously spoken to the head of the school, which is why the email was sent.
RESOLVED - Councillors agreed not to take any further action on this at this time. 

GCC/26/121 Remembrance 2026
Cllr Margaret Bardsley agreed to attend this year’s service on behalf of the Community Council. 
Cllr Martin Dyer agreed to send Cllr Margaret Bardsley the Order of Service for reference. 

GCC/26/122 Spotlight
Councillors agreed to add Councillor recruitment, the Father's Day Fun Day working group poster and, if there is enough space, to add about speeding in the village and dog fouling.  
Cllr Margaret Bardsley agreed to write an article for the recruitment of new Councillors. 

GCC/26/123 Highway/footpaths/lighting/biodiversity and environmental matters in the community.
a) Highways – Potholes – Cllr Phyl Edwards informed members that the one at Acre Field has been reported. 
b) Footpaths – Manhole cover on Ardleen Road has an opening big enough for a foot to fit in. Cllr Phyl Edwards agreed to report this to Highways. 
c) Lighting – No update
d) Flooding – Celyn Lane flooded
e) Biodiversity and Environment – No update

GCC/26/124 County Councillor update.
Due to the absence of County Councillor Ian Harrison, no update was received. 

GCC/26/125 Planning.
Councillors noted that no planning applications were received at the time of this agenda.

Planning decision notices
Councillors noted that no application decisions were received at the time of the agenda. 

GCC/26/126 Date and Time of the next meeting
RESOLVED - The next meeting of Guilsfield Community Council will be held on Wednesday, 18th November 2026, at 7:00 pm in the Old School. 



________________________	_______________________
Signed (Chairman)		Date
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