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Guilsfield Community Council

MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting of Guilsfield Community Council
held on Thursday 14th of December 2023 in the Old School Guilsfield at 7:30 p.m.

       Present: Cllr I. Harrison
          Cllr T. Trevor
          Cllr C. Taylor
          Cllr S, Coverley

Also present: Kimberly Wright – Community Council Clerk

GCC/132. Chairman Welcome
The chairman welcomed councillors and our new Councillor C. Taylor to the meeting.
Cllr C. Taylor signed her acceptance of office.

GCC133/. Apologies for absence.
Members received apologies from the following Councillors;
· Cllr P. Edwards
· Cllr F. Edwards.
· Cllr E. Jones.

GCC/134. Declarations of Interest
RESOLVED – There were no declarations of interest made.

GCC/135. Public Question Time and Participation.
There were no members of the public present. 

GCC/136. Minutes.
RESOLVED - Members approved the minutes from the meeting held on Wednesday 15th of November 2023
								                 
GCC/137. Financial report
RESOLVED - Members received and noted the Council’s financial report.
A) The financial statement. 
Members are to note that the bank balance on the 5th of December, stood at £16,723.90

B) To noted and approved payments due, including any that came in after this agenda.
I. Invoice K0022 – £248.00 - Clerk salary for December 2023
II. Invoice K0023– £62.00 - Mrs K Wright HMRC Tax payment for December 2023.
III. Invoice K0024 – Clerk’s expenses for 2023 - £156.87
IV. Invoice K0025 – Clerk’s accommodation fee - £200
V. One Voice Wales online training November 2023 - £38.00
VI. Clean page design (website) – Design-build - £750.00 
VII. Monthly website hosting and maintenance - £30.00
VIII. Zoom payment, monthly fee – Mrs K Wright - £15.59
IX. Room hire invoice - £122.00

GCC/138. Defibrillators
Members to note that the cost of £127 + VAT from ‘defibwarehouse.co.uk’ was for 1 set of replacement pads. 
RESOLVED - Members confirmed they are happy to proceed in purchasing the same replacement pads for the two other defibrillators in the village. Cllr S. Coverley to fit the set purchased before the Clerk purchases the next two sets. 

GCC/139. Community Centre
Councillor T. Trevor updated members. We are making progress. Meeting the clubs individually, then getting all the clubs together. Committee to be formed. Nothing heard from the Charity Commissioner. 

GCC/140. Spotlight
Cllr I. Harrison updated members. December issue circulated. Few distribution hiccups, leaving one route missed. Digital copy has been well received, as residents can zoom in on the text to read more clearly. 

Cllr S. Coverley agreed to commence writing the community council’s spotlight article. 

GCC/141. Highway/footpaths/lighting/biodiversity and environmental matters in the community. 
a) Highways – 
· 20 mph not being adhered to. Go-safe have started to issue fines from November. 
· Collapsed drain back road Groes/Meifod. Cllr I. Harrison reported, and it is being dealt with. 
· Church Lane, Highways will be in touch, if not done so already.
· Folly Lane, a new wall has been built, and complaints received. The planning authority assessed and confirmed no application was submitted, but the height of the wall is just below the 1-meter limit. 

b) Footpaths – 
Cllr C. Taylor to address Councillors. Photographs were circulated before the meeting.
Approached by a member of the public, a resident has had a hip replacement and is too worried about the footpath to go outside. 
Cllr I. Harrison to talk to the owner of the footpath. 

c) Lighting 
Been improvements but Kimberly to chase. 
Contact details for Powys County Council’s different departments, to be added to the website.

d) Flooding.
Working party residents of the Werrn and residents from the other side of the canal.
No reports have been received regarding substantial flooding recently.
 
e) Biodiversity and Environment
Logs on the green, intending on creating a home for hedgehogs. In discussion with the head of the School.

GCC/142. Website
Cllr Steve Coverley gave an update on the website's progress.
Gone well. Confident with guidance from the designer for updates etc. Contact pictures and details to be added once received. 
Contact details for different departments at Powys County Council to be added. 

GCC/143. Recycling 
Service review from Councillor Ian Harrison.
A public meeting was held to gauge the extent of recycling service failure. Other rural routes in the County are not being done, due to absences and recruitment issues. 
Cllr Trevor asked if there were such problems when Cae-Post were providing the service, and if the North of the County is doing ok, and South is not, there needs to be some explanation. 
Cllr I. Harrison explained that he was told recycling is not an obligation, they just need to make their ‘best efforts.’
Cllr I Harrison has re-scheduled another meeting end of January to collect as much data as possible to take further, petitions with evidence of failure.
Cllr C. Taylor mentioned cases where people have been awarded sums for non-collection. 

GCC/144. Local Places for Nature grant.
Licence to manage bee garden to be applied for. 
Members agreed to let things settle before seeking permission to replace flower beds at the entrance to the village. 

GCC/145. Possible Facebook posts.
Cllr S. Coverley to address the Council.
1. Identify our achievements in 2023
2. Identify our goals for 2024.
RESOLVED – Members agreed this is a fantastic idea and should also be shared on the website and Spotlight. 
Kimberly to send Cllr S. Coverley the number of planning applications Guilsfield Community Council has scrutinised throughout the year. 
Cllr C. Taylor asked if the community council could hold competitions for the community to become more involved, such as the best Christmas lights competition. A certificate could be given to the winner.
To be discussed in more detail at the next meeting. 

Cllr I Harrison informed members that Ron Bevis is no longer continuing as the artist for the front cover of Spotlight. This will now be taken over by the pupils at Guilsfiled School. 

GCC/146. Councillor Training
Cllr C. Taylor has completed her new Councillor induction training. 

RESOLVED – Cllr C. Taylor and Cllr F. Edwards will be enrolled on the planning training. 

Kimberly informed members that she has now completed her FILCA qualification.  

GCC/147. Any Correspondence
Members were shown posters for M.P. surgeries and Mid and West Wales fire and rescue services. 

GCC/148. Planning. 
Members discussed and commented on the following applications;

· 23/1800/HH | Removal of garden room and erection of a two-storey extension | The Laurels Pool Quay Welshpool SY21 9LJ

RESOLVED – Members support this application with no comment.

· 23/1266/DIS | Application to discharge conditions 16, 22 and 23 of planning approval 19/1984/OUT | Tan Y Gaer Guilsfield Welshpool SY21 9PR
16 - Transport Technical Note 
22 - CEMP V2 – (Construction Environmental Management Plan.)
23 - Letter from Clwyd Alyn Housing Association

RESOLVED – Members support this application with no comment.

· 23/1702/FUL | Erection of an agricultural building and associated works | Holly Bank Guilsfield Welshpool SY21 9JA

RESOLVED – Members support this application with no comment.

· 23/1812/DIS | Discharge of condition no. 3 attached to planning approval for 2 dwellings 23/0035/FUL (Reasonable Avoidance Measures report) | Land At The Belan Guilsfield Welshpool SY21 9NS
RESOLVED – Members agreed that there is not enough information for members to make a comment.

3 - Reasonable avoidance measures statement

· 23/1632/DIS | Discharge of conditions 5 and 6 of planning permission 23/1085/FUL in relation to landscaping details and pollution prevention plan | Derwendeg Cottage Folly Lane Guilsfield Welshpool SY21 9PZ
5 - landscaping Condition
6 - pollution prevention
RESOLVED – Members do not support the removal of conditions 5 and 6 if doing so means they increase the level of potential hazard downstream works.

GCC/149. Planning decision notices
Members noted the following planning decisions. 

i) Approved – Members noted there were no applications approved at the time of this agenda.

ii) Withdrawn – Members noted there were no applications withdrawn at the time of this agenda.

iii) Refused – Members noted there were no applications refused at the time of this agenda.

GCC/150. Date and Time of next meeting.
Members noted that the next Meeting of Guilsfield Community Council will be held on Monday 15th of January 2024 at 7:30 pm in The Old School building.
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